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Dear Parents/Guardians,

We are looking forward to a great 2011 baseball season!

We are pleased to provide this handbook in the hopes it helps to answer most of your questions regarding the league, rules and volunteer opportunities.
The objective of Southern Lehigh Baseball (SLB) is to provide an opportunity for Southern Lehigh children to play & learn the game of baseball, help to improve their skills & confidence, promote self-respect & respect for others, within a safe, fun and nurturing environment.  
The baseball programs maintained by the association serve Southern Lehigh’s youth from the age of 5 through the age of 18.
SLB is a non-profit volunteer organization.  All league activities are planned and performed by volunteers.  Given the many volunteer positions to be filled each year, every SLB family is encouraged to assist the league with their time, talents and ideas.  Volunteering assures a smooth-running league and makes a more enjoyable season for everyone.  

The league holds meetings every month (except July and August) on the first Thursday of the month at 8:30PM located at the VFW building across from the Giant. We encourage you to attend!

Now, Let’s Play Ball!!

Best Regards,


Jon Maitz
League President


VLM
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[bookmark: _Toc287644243][bookmark: _Toc291745972]Our Mission

The purpose of Southern Lehigh Baseball (SLB) is to assist the youth of our community in developing the qualities of discipline, teamwork, courage and loyalty. Our Baseball program is designed to develop superior citizen not just superior athletes.
Southern Lehigh Baseball is a non-profit organization run solely by dedicated volunteers.  Thanks to the support of our local businesses, we've been providing a safe place for our youth to play baseball, meet new friends and build self-confidence and self-esteem for over 60+ years. Baseball has developed a tradition of service to young people, teaching them to play by the rules, so they'll learn to live by the rules.





[bookmark: _Toc291745973]Spring Season
[bookmark: _Toc291745974]Tee-Ball/ Coach Pitch Rules

A soft baseball will be used.
[bookmark: _Toc16308921][bookmark: _Toc16309045][bookmark: _Toc25650040]A soft baseball will be used.
1. Comprised of 5 & 6 year olds. (Players age as of April 30 is their age for the season)
1. All Coach Pitch teams are randomly assigned by the league president.
1. All players are in the batting order and hit every inning.
1. All players are used defensively at one time.
1. Positions: 
4. A pitcher is placed on the mound.
4. The remaining players will be placed around the field area in baseball positions, with one designated first baseman. Defensive coaches are permitted on the field behind players for instructional purposes (this is encouraged). Coaches are not permitted to touch a live ball.
1. The manager or a coach will prepare the batter and is permitted (and encouraged) to instruct the batter at home plate. Coaches will pitch to the batters. At this point, each player’s “at bat” will consist of five swings and then the use of the batting tee (this MUST be enforced or games will become too long and uninteresting for the children). If the batter does not hit the ball into fair territory after five swings, the tee must be used next, NO EXCEPTIONS!
1. First and third base coaches are permitted in the coaching boxes to coach the runners.
1. Games are three (3) innings long.  All games will last approximately 1 hour to a maximum of 1 hour and 15 minutes.
1. No bunting is allowed.
1. No base stealing is allowed.
1. No running on overthrows. 
1. There are no strikeouts.
1. There is no infield fly rule.
1. Multiple base runners ending up on the same base will be rearranged. This may be adjusted to regular baseball rules later in the season if all managers agree.
1. An offensive inning consists of one time around the batting order regardless of the number of outs made by the defensive team.. 
1. The last batter hitting each inning will hit a “Home Run” and clear the bases. 
1. If an out is recorded the base runner must leave the field of play. 
16. Pitchers can either catch a fly ball for an out or throw the ball to a base for an out. Pitchers are not allowed to tag the batter running to first base or tag the runner going from third to home. 
16. Outfielders can either catch a fly ball for an out or throw the ball to a base for an out. They are not allowed to field the ball, run and tag any base runner. 
1. [bookmark: _Toc287551878]Scores will not be kept.
 All players will be issued a team T-shirt, white pants and hat as the "uniform." Players are expected to show up to all games in uniform. Players must wear their hat and have their shirts tucked-in in order to play.  Additionally, all player equipment that is brought to the field should be clearly marked with the player's name. Please return all league equipment to the proper equipment box after each game. Please keep the equipment boxes in proper order, if additional equipment is needed please let the League Director know. Please clean field areas of any litter after each game. 
Notes: Most games are held on weeknights at 6 PM and usually last 1 hour and 15 minutes. Games are held Upper Saucon Township Community Park on Preston Lane. The park is located across the street from the Southern Lehigh Public Library. 
The season will begin with practices in mid-April and run through mid-June. Rosters will be set at the end of March or beginning of April.
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Minor B Playing Rules 
1. Comprised of 7 & 8 year olds. (Players age as of April 30 is their age for the season)
2. All Minor B teams are randomly assigned by the league president. 
3. All players are in the batting order. The batting order cannot be changed after start of game.
4. Ten (10) players are used defensively at one time; one player catches behind the plate in full catcher's gear, four players play the infield, with one next to the pitcher and four (4) players play the outfield.
5. No Player shall sit back to back innings & more than two (2) innings per game.
6. No bunting is allowed.
7. No base stealing is allowed.
8. No leading allowed.
9. Runners may not advance on an overthrow.
10. No must slide rule, slide only to avoid collisions. No Head First Slides!
11. All pitching will be machine pitch, with a maximum of five (5) “at bat” hittable pitches. If the pitching machine throws a wild pitch, its considered a dead pitch and will be done over.
12. If a batter hits the pitching machine, its considered a single and the batter will take first base and the runners will advance accordingly.
13. No called strikes, but a batter can strike out if he/she swings and misses three (3) pitches out of the five (5) maximum at bat.
14. There are no walks.
15. There is no running on a dropped 3rd strike.
16. No Infield Fly Rule.
17. The inning will end when a team has made either three (3) outs or scores five (5) runs.
18. All games will consist of six (6) innings, typically games last 1-1/2 – 2 hours.
19. No score will be kept.
20. No records/standing are kept.
21. There will be no playoffs.
*** It is required that any player in the catcher position use an athletic supporter and cup.
Notes: Most games are held on weeknights at 6 PM and usually last 1-1/2 to 2 hours.  Games are played at the VFW and Pool Fields at the Living Memorial Park, on a regulation size Little League Fields. The season will begin with practices in mid-April and run through mid-June. Rosters will be set at the beginning of April.
Rules of Conduct and Sportsmanship: Disputes of any nature should be resolved in a gentlemanly manner, recognizing that all personnel involved are volunteers trying to do the best job they can. Discussions regarding a dispute are best handled quietly and away from the children. Unsportsmanlike conduct on the part of anyone associated with league will not be tolerated under any circumstances.
Equipment: All players will be issued a team T-shirt, white pants and hat as the "uniform." Players are expected to show up to all games in uniform. Additionally, all player equipment that is brought to the field should be clearly marked with the player's name. 
Please return all equipment to the proper equipment bag after each game. If additional equipment is needed please contact the Minor B League Director, Wes Koser.
[bookmark: _Toc16308922][bookmark: _Toc16309046][bookmark: _Toc25650041]Please clean field areas of any litter after each game.

[bookmark: _Toc291745976]Minor A Playing Rules
1. Comprised of  9 & 10 year olds.  (Players age as of April 30 is their age for the season)
2. Teams are made through a draft, conducted by Division Directors and Coaches; this is overseen by the League President.
3.  Games are played on a Little League size field at the Minor A field located between the Community Pool and VFW building and at the Upper Saucon Park. 
4. Standard Little League baseball rules apply with exception to stealing. 
5. There will be a player draft to select each team. 
6. Practices will start at the end of March (weather permitting).
7.  Games will begin in mid-April and end in mid-June.
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[bookmark: _Toc287554788][bookmark: _Toc291745977]Majors Playing Rules 
1. Comprised of  11 &12 year olds 
2. Teams are made through a draft, conducted by Division Directors and Coaches; this is overseen by the League President.
3. Games are played on a field with 70 foot bases and a 50 foot pitching mound. 
4. Players are allowed to lead off the base. 
5. There will be a player draft to select each team. 
6. Practices will begin at the end of March (weather permitting). 
7. Games will begin in mid-April and go until mid-June.
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[bookmark: _Toc291745978]Seniors Playing Rules
1. Comprised of  13, 14 & 15 year olds 
2. Teams are made through a draft, conducted by Division Directors and Coaches; this is overseen by the League President.
3. Games are played on a regulation size field and are held at Living Memorial Park or Upper Saucon Park. 
4. There will be a player draft to select each team. 
5. Players that make the High School team will not be eligible for the draft. 
6. Practices will start in late March (weather permitting). Games will start in early April and will go until late May.
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[bookmark: _Toc291745979]Summer Season Tournaments (for Ages 7-12)

The Southern Lehigh Baseball “Summer League” has been designed to allow our Junior Level Players ages 7-12 to continue playing Baseball from Late May through July.  This league is a great opportunity for our players to play summer baseball against other towns while continuing to develop their skills and baseball awareness acquired during the spring season.  

Although we would like to have all interested players participate there is a baseline of minimum skills needed for their own safety. With that being said there may be cuts.  This could be because of ability or numbers, i.e. twenty (20) interested players, which is not enough for 2 teams and too many for one team. We are going to try and keep teams around twelve (12) players per team. Please realize there are nine (9) positions on the field and your child may be a vital part of the team in a position you are not accustom to seeing them play.  

What we are asking for is if you are interested you sign up so we can get an idea of the number of participants so we may start thinking about teams and get entered into tournaments.  We will collect the fee once we know who will make up the team.
If your child would like to play we encourage you to come out and give it a try.  If you need any special considerations regarding transportation, equipment, fee, etc contact your coach and we will try to figure something out.
[bookmark: _Toc291745980]U8 – Coach Jon Maitz 

The U8 team is comprised of players’ 8 years old or younger. (age as of April 30).  The 8yo team is not as competitive but by no means as laid back as the intramural season either.  We are currently arranging games with other towns at this level for the boys to introduce them and their parents to the idea of travel/tournament baseball.  

We expect the entry fee for this level to be $50-75.  The players will get 2 t shirts, home and away (similar quality to what is worn during intramural), the same custom hat that the other teams wear. Pants from the intramural season can be worn.

[bookmark: _Toc291745981]U9 – Coach Wes Koser
The U9 team is comprised of players’ 9 years old. (age as of April 30)  (See Note*)
[bookmark: _Toc291745982]U10 – Coach Brian Welsh
The U10 team is comprised of players’  10 years old. (age as of April 30)  (See Note*)
[bookmark: _Toc291745983]U11 – Coach Joe Glavin 
The U11 team is comprised of players’ 11 years old. (age as of April 30) (See Note*)
[bookmark: _Toc291745984]U12 – Coach Jose’ Mingullion 
The U12 team is comprised of players’ 12 years old. (age as of April 30) (See Note*)

*Note: The fee per player is not finalized yet but we expect it to be $150-200.  This allows us to cover expenses, the tournament entry fees and uniforms.  This year uniform consists of 2 shirts (to be worn under the vest), a vest, pants, custom hat.  The teams will probably play in 4 weekend tournaments.


[bookmark: _Toc291745985]Summer Season Tournaments (for Ages 13-18)

The Southern Lehigh Baseball “Summer Legion” has been designed to allow our Senior Level Players ages 13-18 to continue playing Baseball from Late May to through July.  Summer Legion teams are a more competitive level of baseball than the regular season, it requires a greater degree of participation and time commitment. 

[bookmark: _Toc291745986]Legion U13 
The U13 team is comprised of players’ 13 years old. (age as of April 30)


[bookmark: _Toc291745987]Legion Junior 
The Junior Legion team is comprised of players’ 14-15 years old. (age as of April 30)


[bookmark: _Toc291745988]Legion Senior 
The Senior Legion team is comprised of players’ 16 through 18 years old. (age as of April 30)  Home games are played at the Limeport Stadium.
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The basic structure of our little league is an inverted pyramid:

500+ Players from more than 400 Families are supported by
150 managers and coaches who are supported by
20 general volunteers supported by
4 SLB Board members

Every Southern Lehigh Baseball family is encouraged to assist the league with their time, talents and ideas
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League President   
· Establishes the agenda and leads each Board meeting.
· Guides the strategic planning process for SLB.
Acts as an advocate for the player when conflicts or concerns arise regarding any aspect of little league.
· Interacts with coaches, player’s parents and the Board to mediate issues.
· Attends player draft & pre-draft with the directors and coaches.
· Assembles team rosters for Coach Pitch and Minor B and other league information into a roster book …a league phone book organized by team.
· This is also a SLB Board position.

Directors, (5 positions, 1 per Division)
· Maintains master spreadsheet for scheduling.  Makes spreadsheet available to all users.
· Coordinates field usage among various SLB teams.
· Develops schedules for all SLB practice and games.
· Attends all Coaches meetings
· Distributes all equipment
· Conduct pre-draft and draft for Minor A, Major and Senior teams.  Drafts are held every year for these divisions.
·  Interacts with coaches, player’s parents and the Board to mediate issues.
· Collect Background Checks 
· These are also a SLB Board position.





[bookmark: _Toc291745991]Office Volunteers

Information Officer / Web Master  
· Recommends technical solutions to help with league website, communication, on‑line registration, databases, and so on.  
· Technical maintenance of the SLB.net website and any related technologies … domain registration, mass-email communication software, and so on.
· Instructs others regarding maintaining “content” on website. 


Secretary 
· Create and distribute league communications.
· Makes communications postings to the SLB.net website.
· Secures and coordinates meeting location and times.
· Documents league meetings and distribute minutes of each Board meeting.
· Conducts Background checks on Coaches and Managers.
· This is also a SLB Board position


Registrar  
· Manages the overall registration process and written communication.
· Setup Player Registration Date & Time with VFW
· Order & Coordinate Placement of Signage for Player Registration
· Administers the registration process.
· Handles the data entry of each participant. 
· Work with the Volunteer Director on Coach and General Volunteer signups at Registration.


School Contacts 
· One volunteer per school … Liberty Bell, Lower Milford, Hopewell, Intermediate, Middle and High Schools
· Works with Registrar to “get the word out” to the community …especially the younger grades. 

Volunteer Director
· Assist the league in it’s’ effort to fill vacant positions.
· Prepare and updates Master Volunteer List and Contact information
· Works with Registrar to “get the word out” to the community …especially the younger grades. 


[bookmark: _Toc291745992]Treasury Volunteers

Treasurer  
· Maintains accounting records, distributes disbursement, makes deposits and reconciles bank account.
· Prepares annual budget, monthly financial statement, and year-end tax filings on behalf of the nonprofit corporation.
· This is also a SLB Board position.

Sponsorship Coordinator  
· Contact team sponsors and secure donations on behalf of the league.  
· Recruit and build new sponsorships.

Fundraising Coordinator  
· Fundraising coordinator recommends product to be offered for the fundraiser, negotiates and coordinates with the selected vendor.
· Works with team representatives to coordinate the distribution and collection of the product, money and awards.
· Handles the Candy Fundraiser at signups
· Responsible for ordering and having candy on site at signups for distribution.
· Handles the Baseball Day Raffle Fundraiser
· Responsible for ordering the Raffle Tickets
· Distribution of Tickets to all Team Coaches
· Collect money and all Ticket Entries for drawing
· Submits financial report to the league treasurer.
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Groundskeeper  
· Coordinates field maintenance schedule 


Equipment Manager/Purchasing Agent 
· Maintains equipment storage shed and inventory of league equipment. 
· Establishes and maintains relationships with vendors.
· Responsible for distributing and collecting equipment and uniforms at the beginning and end of the season. 


Apparel Fundraiser Agent 
· Attends Registration, responsible for Order Forms and Samples
· Responsible for collecting order forms, payment and making sure both are correct. 
· Submits Master Order for Supplier/Vendor.


Umpire Coordinator  
· The umpire coordinator recruits, arranges training, and schedules game assignments for all league umpires. 
· The UC maintains contact with each umpire and records their progress throughout the season.   


Safety Officer   
· Assures that league is managing appropriate safety issues in compliance with insurance policies 
· Oversees an annual audit of playing fields and equipment.

 
Opening Day Coordinator  
· Schedules a date of opening day activities and coordinates, fundraising distribution and other activities.
· Secures field, arranges for maintenance and access to facilities.
· Arranges photographer, date and location for team pictures.


Picture Coordinator  
· Arranges photographer date and location for team pictures.
· Secures use of Southern Lehigh High School Gymnasium on picture day.


Concession Stand Coordinator – (Major’s Field)
· Arranges Spring Cleanup
· Keeps Inventory and handles shopping and re-stock.
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